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NEXT ISSUE 


Seduction of The Innocent 
Book Three of Twelve: 
Vampirella’s struggle to 
deal with the complex 
emotional consequences 
of a major disaster 
caused by her enemies 

is exacerbated by an 
unexpected visit from her 
mother, Lilith, with whom 
Vampi has a complicated 
relationship. But has the 
Mother of All Vampires 
come to help or destroy 
her daughter? And will 
Vampirella’s hapless 
therapist survive the 
encounter? 


WRITER MAX BEMIS SAYS ANYTHING 
ABOUT BLACK TERROR 


The Black Terror is a superhero who may not be immediately familiar to the average reader. What 
drew you to this character? Besides his pretty badass costume, that is. 


|! was a fan of the original Project Superpowers, but was honestly delighted by Warren Ellis’ take 
on the characters. Dear god, I’m talking about Ellis again. He is going to file a restraining order. 
The truth is, the Superpowers Gang are archetypal and pretty much afford us writers the room to 
expand on them in whatever way we choose. Doing a weirder, more intimate take on any of them 
is probably a first time thing whenever it happens. Although Terror had his own book at Dynamite 
a few years back, it focused more on awesome superhero doings than character-based stuff or 
dense thematic pondering (i.e my whole shtick). One cool aspect about Terror is that he’s sort of a 
rage monster who controls himself because he’s a noble man. However, we start off by exploring 
amore vulnerable side of the man, as well as seeing him in his “normalized” state as a force of 
nature. In some issues, we learn about what it's like to be him, and in some cases we throw a fright- 
ening vigilante into bizarre situations that could only exist in the 70S. 


This series is set in the 1970's, more than 20 years following Black Terror's time in the war. By 
setting it in that decade, what kind of hallmarks of that era are you going to tackle? Can we expect 
any cool cameos? 


There aren’t any “real life” cameos, but anyone familiar with the era, its iconography, or its socio- 
political landscape will definitely recognize people or situations emblematic of the times. The cool 
thing about doing a That 70's Book for me is that the comics of the era, as well as what the decade 
stands for in American history, invoke a sense of both fear and vibrancy. There's a whimsical quality 
to the “vibe” of the 70's, and rather than a stark shift and breakdown of the values that Terror sprung 
from during the WW2 era, it’s a trip. This book is not Watchmen; there's going to be some laughs 
alongside the nastiness. But | want to capture a bit of what it was like for everyone to see the world 
lose its mind and innocence. | will be clear though; this feels like a modern comic book and is in no 
way a throwback thing. I’m not classy enough to write a book like Astro City. 


In his secret identity of Bob Benton, the Black Terror is a pharmacist. In fact, he got his powers 
from “formic ethers.” Prescription drugs, addiction and the psychological issues that often 
precede them are just as relevant today as they were in the 70's. How can readers expect to see 
these topics handled in this series? 


| hate to pigeonhole myself, but let's be honest; | write a lot of comics about crazy people and drugs. 
This one is no exception. However, | wanted to shift focus in this case from looking at people with a 
genetic predisposition for mental illness (like in Moon Knight, Polarity, and, well, my actual life) and 
focus on those affected by the world around them. Bob Benton is the ultimate shell-shocked 
veteran. Think about how war affects even normal, well-adjusted soldiers, and then imagine being 
in the types of situations Captain America and the Invaders would end up in during the War. Often 
we don‘ focus on how much they probably had to kill people, or the horrible things they witnessed 
on amore mythic scale, and they seem pretty fine considering what they've dealt with. | don’t know 
if that’s realistic. Bob is messed up from his experience. The first issue explores the beginnings 

of the implementation of psychiatric drugs to treat PTSD, and how many people still have to dig 
through that disorder to find themselves again, which can be complicated or aided by drugs. 


Black Terror is one of many classic superheroes who infamously has a teenage sidekick. And Tim 
doesn't even hide his secret identity! There have been a few comics to critically examine that 
sidekick role, such as Rick Veitch’s Brat Pack. Will fans get to see Tim and how might his path 
collide with his mentor's? 


Each issue of the book is essentially a one-shot (or short story, for those who don‘tlive ina 
basement reading comics all day like myself). There’s actually a whole issue dedicated to Tim, and 
it's one of my favorites of the whole series. | like how he’s just “Tim.” He doesn’t even get some cool 
name like Young Terror or Lil’ Scary. | don’t want to spoil how we approach Tim, but suffice to say 
the way we present him provides a very particular foil to Terror, who is all business and no pleasure, 
and we certainly delve into the mentality of the sidekick in a sickly comic way that people probably 
won‘t expect. 
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Vampirella Artist Spotlight: 
ALEX OGLE 


Dynamite Entertainment present 
a special artist spottight, featuring (of course) Vompirella: 


Alex ope Instagram: Qalexogle 


Thanks to everyone who created art this month! 
if you is Like your drawing or painting of Vampirella to be considered see @dynamitecomics on Instagram for more details! 
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